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From our  executive director:

A Tribute to Servant Leadership

Sherry Johnson

Sherry Johnson

Dear Members,

In my 24-year involvement in school leadership, I have seen all kinds of leaders in all kinds of leadership 
capacities. Since becoming your executive director, I have written on the generally accepted tenets of 
great leadership and the attributes of great leaders. In order to pay tribute to one of our own, I will need 
to add another to that list.

Mohammad Ali said, “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth”. 

The primary practice of a servant leader is to lead by example and provide inspiration to others to become servant leaders 
themselves. Servant leaders develop the capacity in others to make a lasting positive impact on our collective society.

Our association has known such a leader. His name is Bob Dickson. Bob served on the Monroe One BOCES Board of Education 
representing his home district of West Irondequoit since 2006, and serving as the Board President since 2011.

Bob did not intend to retire from either of his leadership roles this year, but very recently received a diagnosis of a terminal illness. 
Upon that diagnosis, he and his family made the courageous decision to home hospice and Bob passed peacefully on August 28.

I could list all of the accomplishments that Bob has had over his lifetime, but that would take more space than this column has and 
I know that I would not do him justice for trying. It also is not what he did that I want to write about, but who Bob was.

Bob was a teacher—an articulate, empathetic individual who ardently believed that continuous learning was the key to lifelong 
success. Bob was collaborative, engaging, funny and humble, and through his life experiences, he developed a wisdom that he 
graciously shared with many of our members. Bob cared so deeply for children that it made perfect sense for him to both inspire 
learning and to lead it.

Through his dedication and his care, Bob modeled the true meaning of leadership. He leaves this gift for all of us. I have now 
added to my attributes of great leaders the phrase: “Be like Bob”. 

Bob’s rent here on earth is paid in full and then some. His legacy will live on through his family, the children who have benefited 
from his talents in the classroom and the boardroom, and through those of us who had the good fortune to know him. 

Both Monroe One BOCES and West Irondequoit CSD have education
foundations and if you are able and would like to, send a donation in his
honor. I have listed their contact information at the bottom of this page.
These donations can lay the possibilities for the next generation of servant
leaders.

As you and your teams lay the foundation for yet another critical year for the
students in your district, I hope that you will lead with empathy, with courage
and with the knowledge that you, too, will one day leave a legacy in your
efforts to make a difference in the lives of our children. Bob wanted to
continue do this with you, as co-chair of our labor relations committee and as
a member of our steering and executive committees. We will sorely miss
him, but I know he would ask all of you to continue the important work that
you do.
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Bob Dickson, Servant Leader


